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National Park Service, Interior § 63.3 

CFR 60.6 to all potentially eligible 
properties that may be affected by the 
proposed action. If a property appears 
to meet the Criteria and the State His-
toric Preservation Officer agrees, the 
agency should follow the procedures in 
§ 63.3. If there is a question whether the 
Criteria are met, the agency shall com-
plete the procedures in § 63.3(d). A ques-
tion on whether a property meets the 
Criteria exists when the agency and 
the State Historic Preservation Officer 
disagree or when the agency deter-
mines that a question exists. The De-
partment of the Interior will provide 
general and specific advice concerning 
the identification of historic properties 
and will bring to the attention of a 
Federal agency any information re-
ceived from the public regarding poten-
tial historic properties in the area af-
fected by its plans or projects. 

(d) The agency shall submit a letter 
of request for a determination of eligi-
bility with a description, statement of 
significance, photographs, and a map, 
or a statement in accord with § 63.3 
below, if applicable, directly to the 
Keeper of the National Register, Na-
tional Park Service, Department of the 
Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240. If 
available, the opinion of the State His-
toric Preservation Officer on the eligi-
bility of the property should also be 
forwarded with the request. 

(e) The Keeper, National Register, 
will respond in writing to the agency’s 
request within 45 days of receipt of a 
documented request submitted in ac-
cord with § 63.2(d) of these procedures. 
If the opinion of the State Historic 
Preservation Officer is not included 
with the request, the Keeper of the Na-
tional Register will provide to the 
State Historic Preservation Officer a 
copy of the request and will ask for his 
opinion on the property. If the Keeper 
does not receive the State Historic 
Preservation Officer’s response within 
three weeks of the State Historic Pres-
ervation Officer’s receipt of a letter 
from the Keeper requesting an opinion, 
the Keeper will proceed with the deter-
mination and will inform the agency 
that the State Historic Preservation 
Officer did not give an opinion. If the 
Keeper of the National Register deter-
mines that documentation submitted 
with the request is not sufficient to 

make a professional evaluation of the 
significance of the property, he will ad-
vise the agency in writing of the addi-
tional information needed. The Keeper 
of the National Register will respond 
to the agency’s request within 45 days 
of receipt of documentation on the 
property requested by the Keeper. 

§ 63.3 Procedures to be applied when 
the Agency and the State Historic 
Preservation Officer agree a prop-
erty is eligible. 

If during the consultation described 
in § 63.2(c), both the agency and the 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
agree that a property meets the Cri-
teria, the Federal agency or the State 
Historic Preservation Officer shall for-
ward to the Keeper of the National 
Register (a) a letter signed by the 
agency stating that the agency and the 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
agree that the property is eligible for 
inclusion in the National Register, and 
(b) a statement signed by the State 
Historic Preservation Officer that in 
his opinion the property is eligible for 
the National Register. Either the letter 
or the statement must contain sub-
stantive information on the property, 
including a description, specific bound-
aries, its significance under National 
Register Criteria, and an explanation 
of why the property is eligible for list-
ing in the National Register. The Keep-
er of the National Register shall give 
written notice of his determination to 
both the agency and the State Historic 
Preservation Officer within 10 working 
days of receipt. If the property has not 
been accurately identified and evalu-
ated, the Keeper will inform the agency 
and the State Historic Preservation Of-
ficer within 10 working days and will 
recommend that the agency follow the 
process set forth at § 63.2. Notwith-
standing such recommendation, the 
Federal agency or the Keeper of the 
National Register may consider the 
property eligible for the purpose of ob-
taining the Advisory Council on His-
toric Preservation’s comments. Docu-
mentation concerning properties deter-
mined eligible for the National Reg-
ister shall be kept on file by the agency 
and the State Historic Preservation Of-
ficer. 
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